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As the preservers of the doctrinal and practicatpicity found in the New
Testament, and having a continuous existence fhanfitst Christian century until this
day, among the Baptists are to be found the odighfaistians. Our founder is not a
man, but the Savior Jesus Christ Himself.

In history we have been known under different namkegh were given to us due
to a certain characteristic or a certain leadeplace. Novatians, Donatists, Paulicians,
Albigenses, Waldenses are just a few of these nai@eserally we were known by the
deprecatory name “Anabaptists” (rebaptizers). Mis because we did not recognize
acts performed by churches which we considerecantitentic and baptized those who
were converted to our faith. However, we nevemagkedged that name, because we
did not consider that we baptized the second tiRa¢her we baptized for the first time in
a correct, biblical way. In the course of time thefix “ana” was dropped and we
remained known as “Baptists” (baptizers).

Our historic development is different than thatla# traditional Churches. We did
not come out of the Protestant Reformation, nomftbe Roman Church, nor from the
Greek. We did not identify with any of these cthes and we are not like them. Sir
Isaac Newton, the great man of science, statechthatas convinced that the Baptists are
the only Christians “that have never symbolizechwRome.” Looking back in history,
we take this statement as a great compliment.

Being unjustly called “heretics” (Mircea Eliadegthreat historian of religion, said
“the first Christian forms were closer to those where classed later on as heretical”),
our forefathers were severely persecuted by balettlesiastic and secular authorities.
Many paid with their own lives for what was thoudbtbe the ultimate guilt, that of
believing and practicing in their everyday liveg tbrinciples of the New Testament and
of asking for freedom for all people to serve Gatarding to the dictates of their
conscience. Even though millions were martyredtiieir faith, in their turn they never
persecuted any other person. Nobody suffered patiea at the hand of the Baptists and
not even one drop of blood was spilled in the nafeur religion!

The patrticularities after which our churches candmmtified today, as well as in
any given time of Christian history are the follogi

1. According to the biblical definitionthe church is the assembly of baptized
believers in a given place — an organization cented on spiritual activities,
whose Founder, Head and Lawgiver is the Savior JesiChrist. The church
is not a building and is not formed only of thergie We do not believe in
concepts like national or universal Church, thesadin contradiction with the
Scriptures.



Members of a church can be only persons who beliedethe Gospel and
whose lives have been visibly changedTo believe the Gospel means to
believe that man deserves death for his sins, ande saved only by God, by
grace (that is, without deserving salvation) beeaos the fact that Christ
suffered the punishment for his sins. We belidaag tnan cannot save himslef
by his works and cannot possibly cause God to berdéble toward him. Man
is totally dependent on God’s mercy.

The way to enter the church is by baptism (performd only by immersion)
based on the personal testimony of each candidat&his is the beginning of
the Christian life. From that moment follows olestie and faithfulness toward
all the teachings of the New Testament.

The church has only two ordinances:baptism and the Lord’'s Supper.
These are symbolic. Nothing miraculous happensnduthese ceremonies.
They commemorate the death and the resurrectigdgheof.ord and show our
identification with Him. These are not saving saceats, therefore,
participation in them does not assure anyone’sasiakv.

The laws and ordinances upon which the church funains are found
exclusively in the New Testamen{even though we believe that the whole
Bible is the Word of God). The church is a New taagent institution.
Therefore, we do not accept other standards, @il Testament Jewish forms
and practices, Church tradition, teachings of aenogrophet, etc.

There is no hierarchy or clergy in the church. The church has onigvo sorts
of servants. Pastors, who are also called bishogselders in the Scriptures.
They have responsibility for the teaching and sjmti growth of believers; and
deacons, who take care of the natural duties ofltliech.

The church functions as a pure democracy. Every member is actively
involved in the life of the church and the decisi@re made by the vote of the
majority. There are no differences between memlardeing equal. We do
not have boards, committees or other ruling bodies.

The churches — local assemblies — are independemte from another in the
exercise of their laws and discipline, but coopemte with another as equals in
different activities. No church has authority oagother one. The association
of churches in different supra-church structuresinbiblical and harmful to
local churches.



9. We believe in the absolute separation between churand state. We pay
authorities what we owe them, as citizens of thésh which we live. We do
not demand concessions from the government. Weueethat the expenses of
each church are not public expenses, but must fygosied by the members of
that church.

10. We believe and maintain that every man has the righo religious freedom.
Nobody has the right to impose a religion by forbecause every person is
responsible before God for what he believes anthimmway he lives his life.

These ten particularities make us differ from mahyrches that are still called
“Baptist,” but they represent the doctrinal andctical skeleton by which a Baptist
church, can be recognized, whatever name it botrastoric period in which it existed.
Since all these principles are found in the Scrgguwe consider them all to be essential
characteristics without which a church cannot bawathentic church of Christ.

A few other characteristics are worth noticing.

We believe that the only intermediary between God aen is Jesus Christ.
Through Him we have free access to God, withoutimgethe intercession of priests or
saints.

Our churches do not have holydays. What most peophsider to be Christian
holydays are actually Jewish rituals, but even nadien old pagan celebrations to which
were given Christian names. From these pagan etiebs the practices and sometimes
even the dates were kept. The celebration of @hais, for example, is also called the
celebration of the Lord’s Nativity. But the Scupes do not give an exact date of His
birth, but only the approximate period (end of ®epter, beginning of October). If we
try to find in history the origin of the date andhptices of Christmas we shall find them
as coming from paganism. Moreover, the Bible duoatstell us that we must celebrate
His birth. These are sufficient reasons for ustndbe involved in such holydays. For
the Christian, every day lived in obedience to @&od day of celebration, of rest for the
soul.

We believe that the purpose of the church is nat ¢if granting salvation to men.
The principle “there is no salvation outside therch” is unbiblical. God is the one who
saves souls, not men. Men cannot save themsealdesaanot save anyone else, whoever
they might be and whatever they might do. The psepof the church is that of
representing Christ and His message before theofete world and of helping the
spiritual growth of believers. An authentic chuishthe place where God accepts the
worship and the service of believers.

Baptists always promoted the increase of knowlealyg education among men.
The concept of blind faith is foreign to us. We nlat have lists of forbidden books,
secular or religious, and we encourage true scienthe Bible does not encourage
narrowness and ignorance. The saying “believesgadch not” is not biblical, as many



believe. The Bible states the contrary: “Provetlailhgs; hold fast that which is good.”
This is our principle.

We are not part of the ecumenical movement (theemant of unification of
churches) because, unfortunately, they do not metortruth, or to the spirituality of
original Christianity, or to the teachings and pices of the New Testament. On the
contrary, these are continually ignored. The doatrbasis of ecumenism is the decrees
of the first ecumenical councils.

We are different and separated from Baptist chwd¢hat are involved directly or
indirectly, through the representatives of thelmgibodies, in the ecumenical movement
or have given up some of the fundamental Baptistjples.

Our purpose is not the conversion of the world cedain nation to one ideology.
We do not use marketing strategies for developrardtdo not seek financial success or
advantages. What we hope to accomplish, and thaghall do, if the Lord wills, is to
present the Gospel of Christ to as many peopleeasam and to convince them to read
the Holy Scriptures because there is found the wwagternal life. The rest depends on
God.



